INTRODUCTION
In the present ethnobotanical studies much attention was paid on the Yanadis, a major aboriginal group in cuddapah district. This ethnic group is using forest products in their daily life as food, fodder, shelter or medicine, Topographically the Yanadis are concentrated in the divisions like western plains and eastern valley, covering the areas of Siddhavatam, Cuddapah and Rajampet taluks of cuddapah district.
Type of vegetation, covering much of these areas, is of southern tropical dry deciduous forests (Champion & seth 1968) . Principally yanadis are migrants of Nellore district and believed to have been derived from the chenchus of Nallamalai forests of Andhra Pradesh (Raghaviah 1962) . The yanadis are short statures with dark skin colour platyrrhine nose, long head, prominent chin thick lips and scant air both on head and body. The settlement of the Yanadis is known as "Gudem" with 20 to 25 huts. The head man of the gudem is called pedda yanadi. The main occupation of the Yanadis is hunting and honey collection.
Generally these tribal people use medicine in the form of crude drugs, Pharmacologically, a drugs is defined as an agent which may initiate or alter responses of biological systems in such a way that the disease is eliminated ad health restores (Dutt 1877 , Waring 1908 . The district receiv4d less attention by ethnobotanista (Hemadri et al 1087 , Reddy et al 1991 , Nagaraju 1992 , Reddy 1995 .
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Field trips were undertaken to cover different pockets of yanadis present in the remote and interior areas of the forests. In such pockets elder people were thoroughly interviewed for the required information on ailments like epilepsy, hysteria, fits and insanity. Te given information is carefully documented and vast discussions were made to know the clear symptoms of the ailments. Based on the collected information, crude drug samples were collected from the forests and one set of specimens were processed for herbarium (Jain & Rao 1977) . The accurate taxonomic evaluation was done with the help of authentic sources. The identified sheets were deposited in "SKU" Herbarium, Krishnadevaraya University, Anantapur. Tomentose sub-shrub with white flowers Vern : E: Downy-Thorn Dhatura, H: Kala Dhatura, S: Dhuthura, T: Nalla Ummetta. RV Reddy, Insanity: Leaf juice mixed with assafoetida, Given orally.
VERBENACEAE
Gmelina arborea Roxb Pl. Cor.t.246.1815; FBI 4:484; Gamble 1097 (768) .
Unarmed tree up to 6 m tall with yellowish flowers. Vern: E: White teak, H: Gambhar, S: Gambhari, T: Gumartek RV Reddy 8699.
Epilepsy: Shoot decoction given orally.
CONCLUSION
The information collected from tribal pockets is original and is very important for economic exploitation of crude drugs. Some plants, used for epilepsy (Acalypha India), Hysteria (Citrullus colocynthis), Insanity (Datura metal) are well known to the villagers of remote areas. Other plans are either less known or the therapeutic combinations are totally new for the nontribals. Out of these fourteen species, nine species are recommended for epilepsy, one for hysteria, five for fits and tree for insanity.
Symptoms of diseases given by them exactly tally with the symptoms given by the modern system. According to the modern science hysteria is a state where wild uncontrolled emotions are observed due to disturbance in the nervous system. Epilepsy is also a nervous disorder with convulsions and unconscipusness.
All the above symptoms are observed along with fainting and paralysis in fits. Whereas insanity is a condition of extreme mental illness, yanadis have a clear idea about the se of specific crud drugs of these ailments and have acquired knowledge through time immemorial b trial and error methods. Now, due to rapid urbanization and infiltration of non-tribals and cultural diffusion and because of the influence of modern culture on the younger generation, their traditional system of medicine and cultural heritage are on the verge of extinction. Hence, an attempt has been made in this investigation to document their information n herbal remedies before it is completely lost.
